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WWL EEIEEEEHS Expectations on Otsuma Nakano's Global Citizenship Education
FISAEREHIS, TTr1—/\aDiENE B B

Visiting professor of Seikei University, Former Japan Ambassador to Cuba,

Masaru Watanabe

Otsuma Nakano’s research and practice of global education and inquiry-based
education is extremely timely in today's world, which is said to be at a “turning

point” in history. I would like to share with you what I think about this "world
today" based on my experience of dealing with countries around the world for nearly 40 years as a
diplomat.

The world today has two characteristics, in my view. One is that "the world is huge and diverse”,
and the other is that "the world is small and everything is closely connected”. You might have thought,
"Oh, Mr. Watanabe, you are contradicting yourself? That's right. But both observations are correct. I'll
tell you why.

There are 8 billion people in the world in about 200 countries with 7,000 different languages, 4,000
different ethnic groups, and countless religions and cultures. Resources, wealth, and military power are
also totally different from country to country. People's values and ideologies are also diverse.

On the other hand, science and technology and the creation of international institutions have
advanced, and now you can go anywhere in the world at a moment's notice and get things from all over
the world in a few days. Your iPhone is Apple brand of the United States. But many parts and
components are made not only in the United States, but also in China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea, Vietnam,
Thailand, the Philippines, Singapore, Mexico, Brazil, Australia, India, the United Kingdom, France,
Norway, and many other countries. In addition, pandemics, environmental pollution, and international
organized crime quickly spread around the world and have become urgent global issues. The world is
now getting smaller and everything closely connected.

In this diverse but closely interconnected world, we must work together to address economic, health,
and other issues of global scale. To achieve this, first, each of us must recognize ourselves as “global
citizens”, second, we must be interested in and learn about the issues facing the world and have our
own ideas, third, we must communicate and discuss with various people all over the world to deal with
the global issues, and fourth, we must take action.

In fact, global education and inquiry-based education at Otsuma is an effort to put this into practice. I
just said, "Communicate and discuss with various people to deal with the global issues. In this respect,
there are two things I would like you to keep in mind. The first is to express your thoughts clearly. If
you do not express your thoughts, it is as if you have no thoughts.

The second is not to be complacent. Because we are not almighty, we are not omniscient and we may
be wrong. And because people live in different circumstances and may have different beliefs and ideas.
As I said at the beginning, "the world is diverse", so if we try to impose our “solutions” without knowing
the differences among countries and people, it may not solve the problem they face. What people in
war-torn countries or very poor developing countries can do to combat climate change may be different
from what people in rich countries can do.

To put it another way, it is imperative to both "talk" and "listen. When we talk about communicating
with people around the world, English is the most effective language. It is estimated that 1.5 billion to
2.1 billion of the world's 8 billion people speak English on a daily basis. One in four people in the world!
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Learning English is now a necessity for us.

But now let's change the perspective. The same number means that three out of four people in the
world do not speak English as their first language. Therefore, if possible, learning another foreign
language will further enrich your communication. At Otsuma Nakano Junior and Senior High Schools,
you also study French, which is a practical approach in this respect.

French or Spanish, spoken in many countries after English, would be one choice as a second foreign
language. Or it would be great to learn the language of a country in which you are interested or the
language of our neighbors. When a foreigner speaks to us in our language, we feel a sense of familiarity.
Language brings people closer together. I myself have learned Spanish and Portuguese in addition to
English through my work, and it has been very useful and helpful, and enriched my life.

In closing, here is a quote I would like to share with you in Spanish.

"Un idioma diferente es una vision diferente de la vida." Translated into English,
"A different language is a different vision of life."

In addition, one more quote, this time in Portuguese. It is a quote from a famous Brazilian writer,
Paulo Coelho, a writer like Keigo Higashino or Haruki Murakami in Japan.

"Uma coisa é vocé achar que est4 no caminho certo, outra é achar que seu caminho é o tinico."

In English, "It's one thing to feel that you are on the right path, but it's another to think that yours is
the only path.

Last but not least, I look forward to seeing what all the students of Otsuma Nakano have achieved
as a WWL hub school.

Muchas gracias por su atencién. Thank you for your attention.
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WWL EERNS - Message from & EZzFaikHE Sheng Kung Girls High School
Sheng Kung Girls High School
Bk #MES Principal Ms. Kate
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Looking back to May 2024, the visit from Otsuma Nakano High School brought a refreshing breeze
of cultural exchange to Sheng Kung. When Sheng Kung’s teachers and students visited Otsuma
Nakano High School in December 2024, it was like a seasonal echo of friendship. We deeply felt your
warm hospitality.

For me, education is not merely the transmission of knowledge but also the resonance of hearts and
the harmony of cultures. Every interaction and every lesson plan we crafted became a bridge built on
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understanding, tolerance, and friendship across cultures, tightly connecting our hearts. I sincerely
thank the teachers and students of Otsuma Nakano High School for your efforts in making this
exchange possible, and I feel deeply gratified and joyful about the growing friendship between our two
schools.

Looking to the future, I hope Sheng Kung Girls' High School and Otsuma Nakano High School will
continue to sow more seeds of culture and friendship in the vast field of education. Let us use
education as a boat and culture as a sail to sail together to the other side of diversity and inclusivity,
and broadening the horizons of our students and caring for the world.

Once again, I wish all the faculty and students of Otsuma Nakano High School to be filled with
health as vibrant as spring, academic success as thriving as summer, joy as plentiful as autumn, and
peace as steady as winter.
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— OTSUMA NAKANO AS A SCHOOL OF wwL + Learn various global ~ AL S stz
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k OtsumaNakano H3 Lisa &Yuri Hirose ‘ k ‘
' Extracurricular Highlights ' ' OUR EXPERIENCE AT THE '

ALL JAPAN HIGH SCHOOL FORUM 2023
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problems in Japan
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G
presentation

UNHCR collaboration).
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AROUND MENTAL HEALTH IN JAPAN

Strive to delve into various subjects
utilizing the interdisciplinary approach

CURRENT SITUATION

* 1in 12 Japanese elementary school children, and 1in 4 Japanese high
school children suffer from depression
« There is a rise in suicide rates among those under the age of 20
nclude learned patterns of negative thinking, which
g or academic problems, low self-esteem, stressful
x
orted to rece elingin 2020.

can stem from ademic problems, steem, str
life events, ar r
* Only @ ar rted to receive counseling in 2
u suicide blamed pressure from school as the
n source 01 heir problems,
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This is us
FRONTIER PROJECT TEAM
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Garbage Environment Team
Our activities throughout the year:

Garbage Environment Team
Our activities throughout the year:

2) Toothbrush Recycling Project

1) Garbage organizationin O University
3 Throughout the year, our team
volunteered at Otsuma
University, where we
organized and disposed of
rubbish. One interesting
observation from this
experience was how people
naturally separate their trash.

Another activity we did this
year was collecting
toothbrushes from ON
students. Instead of throwing
them away after use, we will
send them to LION JAPAN to
help them recycle.
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Equal relationships between people of different
cultures and values
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Organize a ative
lecture meeting

* Long-headed poppy

* Fundraising activities
for sun bear

e
*

7%:&[ HHIL%%%%

b ARTERTE. S PRORE

-
\ V4

* lecture on sun bear

Selling goods at the
cultural festival
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It was my first time participating in Ritsumeikan Uji MUN, despite having participated in other
MUNs previously. While I was unsure if I could properly express our clauses in the meeting, my pair
and I prepared by researching about our country and attended the online meeting. Many other
delegates kindly assisted me, so my excitement grew despite my nervousness. On the actual day, I was
glad to see many of the delegates I had met online. Nonetheless, I felt relieved. I could not give a
confident speech on the first day, but I was able to submit the amendment on the second day. This was
a precious experience for me to meet with all the other delegates from all around the country.

=2 AW.

It was my very first time participating in an MUN conference. Surprisingly, it was much more
complicated than I had initially expected. Everything had to be done at a fast pace and with great
attention to detail. My assigned country was Argentina, and before becoming its delegate, I knew very
little about the nation. However, I had to step into the role of representing Argentina. During the MUN,
I felt immense pressure alongside a mix of emotions. One key lesson I learned from this experience was
the importance of communication skills in collaborating with other countries to draft and submit
amendments. I believe this skill is essential in certain circumstances and will play a significant role in
life. The MUN conference helped me realize how crucial this skill truly is.
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WWLILR HHFERFR-EiE (AVF154) &KIE Global Issue Studies I (GIS I)

= 1/ Teacher / Spencer Schwartz

1. Program / Project Summary

This course aims to develop students’ critical thinking and global awareness. For this particular
program, students examined conflict from personal, societal, and global perspectives. Through inquiry,
reflection, and collaboration, students explored some of the causes and problems with ending conflicts.

2. Program Period / Date and Target Students

The class runs the entire academic school year (April to March) and is held every other week for
fiftty minutes. GIS I is taught to all first year high school students enrolled in the Global Leadership
Course.

3. Process / Activities with inquiry mindset

First Term: students reflected on conflict in their lives, why they happen, and how to overcome it. They
then outlined and drafted submissions to the 2024 Goi Peace Foundation’s Essay Contest for Young
People (My Experience of Overcoming Conflict).

Second Term: was spent discussing conflict in society (with a guest speaker from Temple University)
and the world at large. Students were encouraged to listen to and critically examine multiple sides of a
conflict. For example, for a class on the war in Ukraine, students watched and analyzed portions of
interviews with both Zelensky and Putin to consider both perspectives on the conflict.

Third Term: students collaborated in teams to research conflicts in Israel, Palestine, Ukraine, and
Russia. They found symbols, statistics, and other details about the conflicts. They created an
Interactive “peace wall” display where students from the entire school could add their own messages for
peace and understanding.

4. Reflection and Achievement / Transformation in Students’ skillset and mindset

- (BRI TGRS TLSHFIC DOV THDCENTET,

- BARICESEN QW E(CROUIZL DEEZE SR> TARRLLE BTz,

« STAYINDISAFT OXIEEBLTEE 2T PAUARFRBVSNSICEODNTVNRIINE 9951 F(FES
BONEZZNENGZEERS  BADREERICELVVWC EZEAINTUVRVONRRESE SRS,

- SED GIS ZZ>NFT BAIERNSERIRS TEZS5NDLDICUEL, 1-S.C.

“I was able to think about what kind of image war is. It was fun to create a piece as a team. By
discussing the war together, I encountered different perspectives.” 1. K.
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5. Students’ Reports/ Products

Ukraine-Russia Conflict Perspectives

DA51F - O FiBniis

Complete each section as directed.

ERICiEo TR TS 3 FRlIE T OEEL.

1. Prior Knowledge

1. BT ORI

What do you know about the Ukraine-Russia conflict?

TS F - O3 FEECDLTH S TS S EE T

Di?@ﬂﬂ"@lﬁt@ﬂﬁ T-47 vs BLZRE —

G994t e EH B el RofUseuTo@hscror 462, £,

2. Ukrainian Perspective

2. D754 FDMA

Key points from Ukraine's stance:

OS5 FOUIBOES
0 %9 CHDI LA @-f"‘{mﬁ‘.

037 #A07(TE G it EndBELTRTLdG u

ool tlgthrecs
LURE A Lo B 2T 0K G Ea S
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Wall Design Planning Worksheet E@EF Y- > HED—I>—k

Group Information
I N—T 165k

Country / IR 2E:

REEEY?

Design Elements

THAER

Cultural Representation

MALMR

List key colors, symbels, or cultural elements that represent your country:
BUEEETEEGE, M, N E RIS LT IS
R L BT RGBT AR IRW)
. TR (B) 27 ea b tAnmk. (171 A0
. rvm“ 5. TRLA M- ak, pis a0t Ll |
e DiaN(RLA) M NS M e ARht. 100291 RMEM et
B ATUE S

Historical Context
EErER

What aspects of yeur country’s invelvement in war or conflict do you want te highlight? Consider casualties,
key moments, or artistic responses:

B EOESTHERAOMPDOCDNT, SOLSENEEHEALZLT T 2 S, EEnRE, Sl
RS EEI T REEL:

15Fa) (2024) O10ATHICTONIENTRAICEZ T ASTILAGOKER
BELSFENETCIE, BLFI200AMEE=2IRI-5X, 251AMAEE
LTENESR. WEBIOILAN B xeNnEEETY,

Visual Design Plan
MERFHF 1 Z3Hm

Describe how you will show these ideas visually on your wall. Include any art, text, or interactive elements:

CHEOFFFEREETSOLICHENCERTSORALTIESV. P—F FFAM 1295070
THERTEIHT

THE) 7, ¢ 7Ly

e

l)_'-) ‘Qtj ﬂgﬁ"( chanL E’R
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F—¥IE. “Understanding the Impacts of War on
Women’s Roles & Ideas of Femininity — B\t D=
BRSBTS LS EVWWSBESICER =R (CDWT - “

HEE VDO I) I HRDEWAZZEZ TUFRDHREN . THEDHAAHZENC LS LS DR ERE<
T2 =l EANDEERTT,

BPHINTZEEE. T TIVKFEI vIND -F vV INZAEZOEO EXFk4E  Dr. Sachiko Horiguchis
FERFEECFER ATXIR T VIR TA—RKRET R NEE RIS ZIESNZRE T, SEIDAR
TOFEL, IRNTHEEBTITINE U, RECBEDFvUT7INZADHENISAY  ENZEDHEICHIF
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1=

L 1 BB ZFEEETCOLOFv—2RT, 2 B £EFEELET. ORI HITDEENC ) —F =y S
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FICKEDFEZDEDDTRINI RS Z—Z U ERETITO LV OME T SIILIERFER. B, TR
B COERICDVUERESNBNSE . HESFREIC DOV TERNICEA D TOEREHRRT D EMTIH U,

SERUEFOIRY R BN LET,

“The professor explained a difficult topic with her experiences and common points with
us which made me understand. It was a great time to have discussion with my friends. ”

[F—V 2T TR<EEFHEDBMERCEMAFINZ<BEUAFEN TV TEBAN /2T, iz, RZERITTE
BOCEEHETEVWMRERICRY EUTZ, |
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https://youtu.be/bbzkOGKkWjQg

<IRRG—(WOHW DI I —T &kt BRINBIIERET+—S ALER. 2KBEZDESE) >

59


https://youtu.be/k7bB6rqOa8E
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https://youtu.be/ylo3la_zuZw
https://youtu.be/bbzkOGkWjQg

What Is Koshoku?
Koshoku refers to the act of eating alone. Socio-economic factors such as the increase in individuals living alone and diverse Ufestyles has
contributed to the increase in eating alone. The decrease in famity and social interaction that comes with solo dining can negatively impact our mental

and physical health. Because this trending issue lurks in our daily lives, it has not received enough recognition.
\ v

1 - 3

e e IX3K S Neoative Effects of Koshoku .

BReEBLsLR D21 r-Uo VS0 OH@=icesFit (KODOmO)mEB Aside from having higher rates of depression anxiety among adults, eating alone has also been associated with these health risks.
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Approaches Taken in Japan Our Actions
@Koshoku of children @Koshoku of elderly @Koshoku of individuals || We Participated in a childcare

« Creating a place for children | - Organizing Kodomo shokudo s 0

bttt | % + Efforts to support ex- with children with differeat

through Kodomo shokudo } in nursing homes _ priconses (sough fiod T e o
= Let supporters know the * Eliminate solo dining while | oo T e to v“' s s

Sty s e LA + Actions taken for people moments that ted us think deeply
 Offer educational support at | - Distribute lunch boxes with disabillties about the importance of providing
free school | »Offer meals to those who w Creatiog a place for people’ || children with an opportunity to
 Support children from several| cannot cook while Givind them | o tends to e islated oy sating.
aspects besides eating | opportunities to eat together )| For us. a meatis not just something
3 == | that fitts our apptite, but atso

fAPproaches Taken Overseas

in which people can communicate with others
\

@Koshoku of children (KODOMO)
with working parents
of elderly (K )
due to aging population
@Koshoku of individuals (KOJIN)
in the age of abundance
@Koshoku in other countries (KOKUGAI)
becoming more serious

Kewpie' s Foundation
The involvement of this foundation has contributed in solving global food and
health issues on a large scale.
Solutions that take advantage of corporate identity:
* Operations funded by stock dividends
 In the fiscal year 2024, a total of 260 million
yen was used to support 630 organizations.
« Current actions taken to mitigate lack of
opportunities to engaging over food .
= Organize tours and events to foster safety,
security, and enjoyment in food.

&

situation children are facing
+ Teach children how to cook

i
i
""‘"““_""9““"’_“""'"" | engage with others and connect || measures that should be taken.
| community and heiping the |mmmmumy There were many memorable
1
1
i
1
I
i
I
|

about nourishing the heart. We
strongly hope that eating can be an
activity that satisfies both our
bodies and hearts. We also hope
that more people would recognize
the gravity of this issue, as well as
the importance of eating together.
I\ /

* Culture that promote eating together (Italy, Vietnam, South Korea) *6
- These countries have cultures that promote eating together with family or friends and create an
environment where people can interact over their meals
+ Community Kitchen (Denmark) *7
- There are many philanthropic organizations that provide food and water for free and offer a diner
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Due Date: February 16" 2025

Teacher in charge: Tsuyoshi Shibata

Consideration of the Potential of Enhanced Rock
Weathering technology and the lmpact on Greenhouse Gas

Emissions

Otsuma MNakano High School

[ ]

Abstract
The effect of global warming continues to be a2 major issue.
Meanwhile, the potential of Enhanced Rock Weathering (ERW) is
highly valued to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. ERW accelerates
the natural process of rocks weathering while capturing carbon
dioxide(C0:) from the atmosphere. Research worldwide shows that
ERW has the potential to remove up to 3 hillion tons of C0: annually,
However, there are some concerns in that the conseguence of this
process remains unknown and requires more data. Since the climate
af Japan iz suited to collect the reguired minerals, a new project
has hbheen launched to introduce this method. In this project,
researchers have developed ideas to improve the efficiency of
weathering with less energy. Moreover, benefits on agricultural
aspeets and natural disasters are expected as well. By conducting
additional research, ER¥ can be applied worldwide, and will

conlribute to preventing climate change.
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KO-SHOCKS5 & —#cIBZER<ES !

IE. BARODEREDZAIC—ADIEDIRRICH D EZMOTVWRI DN, A1 27— 3aUBEDRIDIC L 54t
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How to address the undermined issue of eating alone!
Did you know that one in two Japanese high school students have dinner alone? Solitude eating can

lead to problems such as lack of sociability caused by less communication with others, as well as
imbalanced nutrition. We, KO-SHOCKS5 investigated the problems that are associated with eating
alone. To achieve this goal, we visited Kewpie, one of the most famous corporations in Japan that works
on food issues, to gain information and a business point of view. In this poster, we suggest “3K”, which
stands for the Japanese translation of children, the elderly, and individual, as a solution to reduce
solitude eating.

HIBUZERFOIRVIRY - 52 M.S.

=BE 2EERETA—5L02024128MU., TIRIE VWS HEFEBIC DLW TRRY—ty 3 uai778 0 &L
2o FEE CRRETEOBIIMAENMERNH U XUMN, KEVWRRY—ZFRAUGNRSRK T DEIEHFVURRNE
WO leHRRI—ZERT D EICEHUELR, T Z<DAICTEDREICEKRZER > TIBITDLDIIXIC
HMZE DI CGRELIZWEELREM Y CRZER 2V T & MITE Uz,

RRY— tuJaJd)ﬁEL\éld)ﬁiJurd){ﬁ%d) EXEwell being [CDWTTF 1 2AvoarzEi7a0\FE Uk,
FLDF—LTlIEwell being EWVWSEEE EFEFO>TERIEVNDITIT1ETAZITRVELEZ. well beingld
BN THRR BEZNEENTHY, EDEBDICTA—HAUTRIBIINERD DI ENETEEHUNS/ZTT,

SEICDTA—TALICSIUECEICE D THD TELDHEFEIC DLW TEZRITICENTE, FLOEDVE
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We participated in the All Japan High School Forum and presented about Koshoku in this poster
session presentation. I had many experiences in giving presentations in English, but not so much in
using posters, so we had a hard time creating our posters. I also tried to speak with clear intonation
and to pause at important points in my presentation so that many people would be interested in our
presentation.

Along with that, we discussed well-being with participating students from other high schools all
over Japan. It was very difficult to decide which part of the word “well-being” to focus on because it is
very abstract and includes many different elements.

Participating in this forum allowed me to look at many social problems and to realize that each
problem is not a single issue in society, but rather a mixture of problems. I believe that in order to solve
a problem, we should not only think about one problem, but also about multiple problems related to
that problem in order to find a new solution to the problem.

HIBULERFDIRYEY - &2 M.U.

I=BF2024 FEEEERET + — S LICBIMUE Uz, GISOEETRUBA TV ZEEICEEEATEND &
BEEDTXEATURD SBICIT O TEEDEHHN CRHENEVERELSHNEI O TV SHICEDDAY., #1H
TREDBVEEEBIC BRMBULFEE TEF U,

FEBIEMIRICDOVWTERKL, BATES 2IBOMEE TDRERR. NE CORMEA R EEREH I Uz B
FINSRRZER/F DI FHHOMEBIC DWW THECFR E 28U TRk BRUBEAZITO F1—E—HASHTD
U —FREERERRUEU, AE—FFEIREFY RROFERE | AU TERU TREICERVIEA AE T &
BEDDVERETEVW DB CAT LA CHEL, VIR Fr—2FoY, @552 DI YL T IXRELE U,

Ffz. HEICEMROERET=E E"well-being” [CDWTEELED T ANw 3B UER Uz, FhERIU L SR
EREFORANZBETSITRNT —VICDOWTET CE TR BT T 1 7 1IN, REFZ LTS ENTI XU,
CORRERBU T BRTZEDT—VICDOVTEISITSRHS T >MFICRY T5IC £EDERER S DHRREREIC
X BIRNEROERZEMSENTE RUERRIC e ERVET,

We participated in the 2024 High School Forum. When we were working on this project in our GIS
class, we never imagined we would be attending the national competition, but when we arrived at the
venue and saw so many talented high school students from all over the country, it was the first time we
truly felt the significance of it, and I felt nervous.

We explored the issue of “Eating alone” in Japan, examining the problems it causes, potential
solutions, and initiatives from other countries. We also interviewed Kewpie Corporation, which is
involved in various efforts to support children facing eating alone through donations and other
initiatives, and we shared this insight during our presentation. We have been working very hard to
prepare for this program. We wrote our script, memorized it, and practiced our presentation.
Everyone worked hard and focused on rehearsing together. During the actual presentation, we made a
conscious effort to engage the judges by speaking loudly, using gestures, and varying our tone for
emphasis.

Additionally, on the day of the event, there was a discussion with students from other schools about
“well-being.” By conversing with people who shared similar views, I was able to explore deeper topics
and encounter many different ideas, which broadened my perspective.

Through this event, I gained a deeper understanding of our topic, and I was also able to learn about
the strong attitudes and opinions that high school students across Japan have on social issues. It was a
valuable experience.
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Découvrez la francophonie! IS URABEETRENET T, TS VABLET S

BALZEEFEBRMIZEREE TR
Let's learn about francophony! :

=Bl 750074 Z— & FDMEEDE N HETF ( fm"“""“) ' &
BREIIODWTHERELUET, . . .

Nous allons vous présenter la culture et les douceurs
des pays de la francophonie.
We will present the culture and sweets of Francophony’s member countries.

2) H3a6fF—L: CAICBIK. DS T4=— ] _
BONJOUR, FRANCOPHONIE ! 725074 =—_—¢ O

Hello, Francophony !

_ _ TS AFERTE. £ET7FR5F
A=BIFESE 7oA —&To5 074" —IZBULT BULCERELEVGEOESY
WBEOVIICDOVWTHERULEX T, EOVIICDOLTHERAA ['

DTCVBZERHUEIH? BETAICEH>TESD=HIC

D1 XE=ABUEUZ. AARTEOYVIICDWTEUABEMNSFZUELLD | ]

Bonjour a tous ! Aujourd’hui nous allons vous

présenter le Maroc qui fait partie de I'association de 55> R DM ER U f2 LM

la francophonie et le pays appelé Maroc. « + TS URADA—LBEERE

Connaissez-vous quelque chose sur ce pays ? Nous =2 s A hix4 - 3RI-BH 2LIC

Experience

avons préparé un quiz pour vous aider a en

apprendre davantage a son sujet. Amusons-nous ,

| BRABFRE2275 v AEHEHE
DLIDISURABTCRETEDHEIIC
XIAOCHANG

ensemble !

Hello everyone! Today we are going to present one of
francophony’s member, Morocco. Do you know
anything about this country? We prepared some quizzes to help you guys learn more about it. Let's
have fun together!

MontSﬂﬁﬁ%mﬂmL;:f?M,eéé>¢
2 b=
BT/ FEEN TSR TOMNER Tours V- A &

b

Notre expérience a Tours /  Our experience in France /Y BB ET 3B Paris ;
75 L ADEH 2k525-19
a7 —/Liths o

' Tours /242

o

=5E EELEEZ DSV ADRY—ILE VWS BT RAS
LEUZ e BIFR— AR TAEZ VRS EEEHRISE.,

: ]2 c o B
2 7.-\: i :! ¥ :
BB EERRUELR LSgE

Nous avons passé une semaine a Tour, une belle ville en France. Nous sommes restées chez une famille
d’accueil et nous sommes allées dans une école de langue. Nous allons vous parler notre expérience!

We spent a week at Tours, a beautiful town in France. We attended language school, stayed in a
homestay and experienced so many wonderful things!
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WWL Beyond School Curriculum Development Report — GLC Cross Curriculum in Total

Craig Nixon

1. Global Leaders Course (GLC)
To teach students academic English by using other subjects or topics as tools to improve the students’
English skills and French skills.

2. 16years( 1 ~ &3 )/

The target students are students who either have limited or extensive experience overseas and
students who have lived domestically in Japan only but have a English ability of Eiken pre-2 level or
higher.

3. Process / Activities with inquiry mindset
To immerse the students in English during the class time hours and beyond by focusing on reading,
writing, listening, and speaking by using different subjects or topics as a tool to motivate the students.
4. Reflection and Achievement / Transformation in Students’ skillset and mindset
Overall, it is successful for the students as they clearly improve their skills and mindset over the
course of the school year. Most noticeably from the 13 to the high school levels as the students truly
begin to show their inquiry based learning skills.

5. Students’ Reports/ Products

GLC students often are involved in extra school activities such as Model UN, Frontier Club ( local
and international community involvement ), STEAM, HDPU, TEP Cup, GIS, Speech Contests,
Presentation Contests, TED Talks, Book Magic (Book reading to local children)

6. GLC Cross Curriculum Visual Image
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WWL Beyond School Project Report — GL.C Cross Curriculum J2 Alpha Level
GLC J2 Alpha / Class Conveyor / Michelle Hamada

1. Program / Project Summary

Students studied the topic of “Social Entrepreneurs” in their course work. As part of review and
gaining a deeper understanding of the topic, students were tasked with making a presentation based
upon a critical social issue in Japan with their recommendation on how to affect positive change of the
issue through a social entrepreneurial idea/method.

2. Program Period / Date and Target Students
This was an in-class assignment for the 12 alpha-level students in the J2 year at the end of term

3. Process / Activities with inquiry mindset

Students independently researched social issues endemic to Japan. They then chose an issue
that they deemed worthy of further study based on their preferences. After in depth research, they then
were tasked with considering viable solutions to the problem. The solutions needed to be set forth in a
social entrepreneurial framework. Students then presented their findings during an in-class
presentation in front of their peers with the aim of educating others on their chosen material.

4. Reflection and Achievement / Transformation in Students’ skillset and mindset

Many of the students were enthusiastic in educating their fellow classmates. Each learned
something new that they had not known previous to the assignment. They also improved their research
ability and summarizing skills. Students practiced their verbal skills as well as their computer
presentation slide making skills. Students sharpened listening skills while evaluating presentations
and writing comments to presenters. Each student chose a different social issue in a natural selection
process without guidance.

5. Students’ Reports/ Products
Students summarized their efforts and thoughts on the project:

Student 1 -

“Throughout this program, and listening to other presentations, I deeply understand that many things
are still inadequate in Japan. I felt like most of the problems were about relationships and environment
related, so that we should support more people to prevent from their mental issues. In addition, of
course every topic were all different and had dissimilar content, something were similar, and they are
actually all connected. For instance, when we imagine about school bullying, they are doing those
things because they are unfulfilled and these are all circulation. When the victim get too much stress,
they may start bullying other children, and the other victim will get mental illness again. Also,
environmental problem is ultimately the result of human actions, so unless we change people’s
mindsets, nothing can change unfortunately. But on the other hand, if we change people’s heart,
everything will be way easier. Before doing this program, I searched about a lot of SDGs and
environmental issues, but never thought that all of these are connected. Maybe if more and more
people start noticing this, achieving SDGs will not be that hard.”
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Student 2 —

“Through this presentation, I was able to learn and understand that among the big issues such as
"biodiversity" and "low birthrate and aging population," there are smaller issues that are not given
much attention, such as "increase in the number of stray cats" and "isolation of the elderly," and that
there are people who are in troubled and worried from these issues. In addition to "donating" or
"fundraising," there are things we children can do to solve these problems if we come up with ideas
ourselves. I also thought that for our future, it is important to start looking at social issues and solve
them little by little with our own hands.”_

WWTI., Bevond School Project Report — GL.C Cross Curriculum
Grade 9, Native English Teacher, Donna Dai

1. Program/ Project Summary

The Global Leaders Course (GLC) course aims to develop native-level English language proficiency
by fully utilizing English texts, media, and resources. The program also encourages students to become
fully immersed in the English language within and outside the classroom so that they have the ability
to communicate their ideas clearly to an international audience in any circumstance. In addition to
language development, the objectives of the GLC English communication course are for students to
pursue a diverse mindset, which allows oneself to think deeply about both local and global issues, and
to build the desire to contribute to a better society.

2. Program Period / Date and Target Students
2024-2025 Academic year for students in the Grade 9 GLC English Communication class

3. Process / Activities with inquiry mindset
Sample activity: Problem-Solution Exercise (Pair work)

Topic: The increase of elderly prisoners in Japan’s prisons

Objective: Create obtainable solutions to a current social issue

® Process:

1. Read about prison programs that help rehabilitate inmates of United States prisons

2. Read a news article discussing the rise of elderly prisoners in Japan

3.  Watch a recent news report about the financial struggles of the retired elderly in Japan

4. Students work in pairs to form a proposal to curb the increasing trend of incarceration and/or
recidivism among the elderly

5. Presentation and reflection

4. Reflection and Achievement / Transformation in Students’ skillset and mindset

Students were able to tie the previous readings to gain ideas for their proposals. It was pleasant to
see how students considered if programs in American prisons could be options in Japan or whether
they could come up with similar ideas of their own. Students had also independently chosen to do
further research to look for more information regarding the causes of the issue.

As students were assigned their pairs, it was interesting to see the various dynamics. When
disagreements of ideas occurred, the students were required to analyze each other’s proposals on their
own and come to an agreement on whose idea(s) would be a more viable solution or determine whether
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there was a possibility to combine elements of each proposal into a single, more structured solution. In
the end, the students had created very plausible proposals and developed teamwork through conflict
resolution.

5. Students’ Reports / Products - Selected Sample of Student Reflections

Before researching this problem, I only knew that there were a few pension options for the elderly in
Japan. However, after starting research, I discovered that the number of elderly people going to prison
is increasing due to a lack of money. In our presentation, we proposed a solution to establish a free meal
cafeteria that provides food close to its expiration date. This would help prevent elderly individuals
from committing crimes while also reducing food waste. To prevent this problem, I believe it is essential
for us, young people to raise awareness and spread this problem to society. I also want to broaden my
perspective to recognize that many people need support.

Students’ Sample Presentation
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Conclusion

No one will be left behind!

2024 WWIL Bevond School Project Report — GL.C Cross Curriculum

= 1/ Teacher / Spencer Schwartz

1. Program / Project Summary

The H1 Alpha Class in the Global Leadership Course is designed to develop globally-competent
students through a curriculum based on academic reading and critical thinking. Students use the
Longman Academic Reading Series as well as supplementary English language materials including
literature, articles, and videos. The students engage in discussion, debate, and research-driven
presentations to deepen their understanding of the material and enhance their English proficiency.

2. Program Period / Date and Target Students

The class runs the full academic school year from April to March. Students in this course must have
both a high level of English competency and a desire to improve themselves and their understanding of
the world around them.

3. Process / Activities with inquiry mindset

Each unit begins with a pre-reading discussion where students share their preexisting knowledge and
1deas about the topic. Before reading a passage, they investigate the author’s background to identify
influences and biases, fostering a more critical and active approach to learning.
After reading, students form a circle and participate in Socratic seminars with me acting as a
moderator. The students are encouraged to debate each other while analyzing key themes and ideas.
At the end of a unit, students are tasked with a research presentation connected to the unit’s themes.
The presentation is an opportunity to encourage students to dive deeper into the unit’s readings while

tying in current issues.

4. Reflection and Achievement / Transformation in Students’ skillset and mindset

Students by the end of this year were more willing to express their own opinions in a way that is
typically seen only from study abroad students. The increased time speaking in class and engaging
with each other also helped students present more comfortably and confidently at the end of the unit.
Additionally, the students developed a true sense of critical thinking, as they began to question the
reasons certain statements are made, who an author is, and what their sources are.

“I thought that everyone used the same social networking tools before researching it, but I discovered
that citizens and governments used different platforms to spread their claims. I also learned that
dictators were not only in Europe (like Hitler) but also in North Africa and around the world. What I
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learned in my history class didn’t focus much on African governments, so it was interesting to learn

more about it.”-T.F.

5. Students’ Reports/ Products
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2024 WWL Cross Curriculum Report — GLC Cross Curriculum

H2 GLC Alpha Communication English II
Instructor: Jihan Victoria

Program

This project aimed to engage students in an exploration of cultural adaptation, media studies, and
sociology by analyzing the Norwegian TV series SKAM and creating their own localized version, SKAM
Japan. Because of its popularity, several countries remade SKAM adapting it to suit each culture while
maintaining the core plot structure. Through comparative cultural analysis, media critique, and
creative adaptation, students developed a deeper understanding of how historical, social, and cultural
factors influence storytelling and representation.

Students watched clips from the different international adaptations of SKAM (such as SKAM
France, SKAM Italia, and Druck from Germany) and analyzed how each version was adapted to reflect
the unique cultural and social realities of that country. The final stage of the project required students
to create their own SKAM Japan clip, incorporating cultural elements relevant to Japan while
reflecting on the ethical, social, and media-related implications of adaptation.

Cross Curriculum
Media Studies
e The analysis of different adaptations of SKAM introduced concepts from media studies, such as
representation, framing, audience reception, and cultural context in storytelling.
e Students engaged in media production by scripting, directing, and filming their own versions of
SKAM Japan, applying principles of cinematography, visual storytelling, and editing.

Sociology / Social Studies
e The project explored societal norms, cultural identity, and marginalization, which are core
topics in sociology.
e Students examined how different cultures depict social issues such as LGBTQ+ rights, mental
health, and youth struggles.
e They conducted research on marginalized communities in Japan, critically analyzing

representation in media.

Japanese Language & Literature
e Since students adapted dialogue and themes to fit a Japanese setting, they were engaging in
translation, localization, and creative writing.
e They examined linguistic nuances and how language reflects cultural values and norms.
e The storytelling aspect also tied into narrative structure and literary techniques.

ICT (Information and Communication Technology)
¢ Filming, editing, and presenting their final projects required students to use digital tools for
video production.
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e They engaged in multimedia communication, which is a key skill in modern media studies.

Program Period / Date and Target Students
This activity took place between September 2024 — November 2024. The students who participated
were from the GLC Alpha class of senior 22 year.

Process
1. Introduction to SKAM and the Concept of Cultural Adaptation
e Inquiry Question:How does culture shape the way stories are told?
e Students were introduced to the original Norwegian SKAM and its global success.
e They watched and analyzed clips from various international adaptations, comparing character
dynamics, social issues, and storytelling techniques.
e Through class discussions, students identified how each adaptation reflected the culture and
societal norms of its country.

2. Comparative Cultural Analysis of International SKAM Versions
e Inquiry Question-What are the key differences between the different adaptations, and why do
they exist?
e Students conducted a comparative study of at least two versions of SKAM outside of the
Norwegian original.
e They analyzed:
o What social issues were emphasized? (e.g., LGBTQ+ representation, mental health,
family expectations)
o How were relationships portrayed differently?
o What cultural norms influenced the dialogue and setting?
e Students debated whether certain themes could be easily transferred to a Japanese context or if

modifications were necessary.

3. Identifying Marginalized Groups in Japan
e Inquiry Question:Who in Japanese society experiences marginalization, and how are they
portrayed in media?
e Since SKAMis known for representing underrepresented voices, students researched
marginalized communities in Japan, such as:
o Zainichi Koreans (ethnic Koreans living in Japan)
o LGBTQ+ individuals and representation in Japanese media
o Hafu (mixed-race Japanese people) and identity issues
o Gender expectations and societal pressures on youth
e Students critiqued Japanese media’s representation of these groups and discussed how SKAM
Japan could offer a more inclusive narrative.

4. Creating Their Own SKAM Japan Clip
e Inquiry Question:How can we adapt a story to reflect Japanese cultural and social realities?
e Based on their research, students formed small groups and chose a specific scene from SKAMto
adapt into a Japanese setting.
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e They reworked the dialogue, setting, and themes to reflect Japanese cultural and social norms
while maintaining the emotional essence of the original story.

e Groups filmed their own adaptation, paying attention to realistic portrayals and cultural
sensitivity.

5. Ethical Considerations and Media Representation
e Inquiry Question:How do we ensure responsible storytelling when adapting media?
o After creating their videos, students engaged in a self-critique session, reflecting on:
o Did our adaptation stay true to the social realities in Japan?
o Did we avoid stereotypes or misrepresentations?
o Would audiences in Japan find this relatable or authentic?
e Groups revised aspects of their work based on peer feedback before finalizing their adaptations.

6. Presentations and Final Analysis
e Inquiry Question: How does understanding cultural context improve storytelling?
e Kach group presented their clip to the class, explaining the changes they made and why they
made them.
e Students compared their different adaptations and discussed:
o How different groups approached similar challenges in adaptation.
o Whether there were common themes in their Japanese versions that differed from other
SKAM adaptations.
o How working through this process changed their perception of media, culture, and
storytelling.

Transformation in Students’ Skillset

Having students create their own adaptation of SKAMwas an essential part of the inquiry-based
learning process because it required them to actively engage with media studies, cultural adaptation, and
storytelling, rather than just passively analyzing existing versions. This hands-on, experiential learning
approach allowed students to question, investigate, and apply their understanding in a way that deepened
their comprehension. Here’s why this step was critical:

1. Encouraging Deep Inquiry Through Cultural Adaptation
Inquiry-based learning is driven by asking questions and seeking answers through exploration. By remaking
SKAM, students had to ask:

o What aspects of the original story need to change to fit a Japanese context?

o What social issues are relevant to Japanese youth today?

e How do relationships, fiiendships, and conflicts differ across cultures?
By engaging in cultural analysis and adaptation, students had to investigate how different societies shape the
way stories are told, compare media representation across cultures, and develop their own interpretations
rather than just consuming pre-existing ones.

2. Applying Theories in a Real-World Context
Instead of only studying theoretical concepts like media representation, cultural identity, and marginalized
voices, students applied these ideas in practice. By creating their own SKAM Japan, they had to:
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e Think like media creators rather than just media consumers.

e Make intentional creative decisions about character portrayal, dialogue, and themes.

e Ensure cultural accuracy while staying true to the emotional essence of SKAM.
This allowed them to move beyond passive analysis and truly engage with the challenges of storytelling,
localization, and representation.

3. Strengthening Critical Thinking by Comparing and Contrasting
Inquiry-based learning involves questioning existing narratives and developing independent interpretations.
Creating a SKAM adaptation required students to critically examine differences between cultural versions
and think deeply about what makes a story universally relatable versus what needs to be localized.
For example, students might ask:
e Why do certain topics (e.g, LGBTQ+ representation) receive different levels of focus in different
SKAM adaptations?
o How do different societies handle teenage struggles differently?
e How can we make our version of SKAM more authentic to a Japanese audience while keeping its core
themes?
Through this process, they engaged in comparative media analysis while making creative choices that
reflected their understanding of Japanese youth culture.

4. Encouraging Ethical Considerations in Media Representation
Inquiry-based learning is about not just producing content, but critically reflecting on it. By creating their own
adaptation, students were challenged to consider:

e Are we reinforcing or breaking stereotypes?

e Are we representing marginalized groups in a fair and accurate way?

o What ethical responsibilities do media creators have?
This step was crucial in helping students develop media literacy and an awareness of the impact of
representation in storytelling, rather than just assuming that existing media is neutral or objective.

5. Fostering Creativity, Collaboration, and Communication
Instead of just writing an essay or answering questions, students were actively engaged in creating something
new. This process involved:

e Collaborating in groups to develop scripts, act, film, and edit.

¢ Communicating ideas visually and through storytelling rather than just through written analysis.

e Problem-solving when adapting scenes to fit cultural and social realities.
This multimodal learning approach allowed students to engage with the material in a meaningful way while
developing practical skills in media production, teamwork, and storytelling.
6. Reinforcing Learning Through Reflection
After creating their SKAM Japan adaptations, students presented their work and reflected on their creative
choices. This final step was essential for inquiry-based learning because it allowed them to:

e Explain their rationale for changes made in their adaptation.

e Critique their own work and consider how they might improve representation.

e Discuss differences between their versions and those of their classmates, leading to a deeper

understanding of cultural perspectives.
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Through reflection and peer discussion, students internalized what they had learned rather than just
memorizing information.

Selected Students’ Reports and Works

H2-5 H.S.

It was a great experience to work on SKAM JAPAN. At first, it seemed like a difficult task to adapt the
scenes to include elements of Japanese style. We had to carefully consider whether each scene had
meaning that connected with the original movie. Though, we managed to finish filming and editing
without any problems, as each member was able to complete their tasks very well.

H2-5 K.T.

When we discussed about how the situation we film should be. We pointed out a common problem the
chorus club has. it is because half of my team belong to the chorus club. They shared us about the
bullying and bad mood the club usually have. Therefore, we decided to create this scene as a chorus
club members having a trouble. I was surprised by the fact that bullying does exist in the club and the
fact that the way they bully is underhanded. They do not try to be offensive in front of their target, but
they stear and they talk badly about the person they don’t like indirectly. And from my experience of
studying abroad in the states, the kids I saw was straight forward to expressing how they actually feel
about the person who is facing them. What I thought when I found this difference was that the video we
made was more like the US style of bullying, and fully familiar to what Japanese bullying is. But, in the
order to show that Sana was bullied, we created the scene a little bit more obvious than how the
situation would be in real life because the bullying in Japan is mostly unnoticeable to others. I still
think that we did great on making this video by showing Pepsi girls does not tell Sana in person that
they do not want her in their group.

Through all this experience of making a SKAM JAPAN, I liked the part that we could act our character
really well, and the characters’ personalities suit each other of us since we got to pick who to play, and
got to make the lines for our characters. Also, as we made this video, we discussed about everything as
a team. So it was great opportunity since we got to know each others’ possibilities more.

H2-6 N.S.

Throughout this assighment, it was very enjoyable to create a whole work of peace with friends. Every
person had a role and they worked very hard for the role that they were assigned. After doing the
presentation and showing the video that we have created, our group was glad that even though we
filmed the video in Japanese, everyone had a laugh and that was great to hear the audience enjoyed it.
Though our group took a long time to figure out who would play which character. We do not have a
major reason why we have chosen Haruka Enomoto for Sana. Her character Sana was a very
independent person who was not much interacting with the group. She had her own path and she made
a decision herself without being on the flow with the others. The only time when we had a major
interaction with her was questioning her about her Juzu, the religious bracelet, which is rare in Japan
because it is mostly seen in funerals. The most challenging part was to consider what will stand out in
Japanese society. We had a couple of ideas besides Juzu, such as distinguishing people who are poor
and rich, or generally discriminating against people who have migrated, but we came to a conclusion
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that that does not occur only in Japan and it is an issue around the globe. Overall, I am glad that
everyone loved it and it is one of the biggest highlights of this year.

The reason of the concern

ok i

She cant make it to her Wanting to buy something to
I I important test <eep warm, but not having any to

spend

w. -l A SEPETRAAT & o~ I 1

Eva

needed to hurry for her important test but she
was not going to make it on time. Sudde
Edoardo comes up and picks her up. In the car,

Edoardo asks Elenora’s name and her phone

number to Eva, but Eva didn’t tell him.

Edoardo gave up easily but just said that he

would search it on instagram by himself.

WWL Cross Curriculum Report — Art

H2 GLC Alpha Communication English IT

>\ nstructor: Jihan Victoria
?’\?%/j ART Instructor: Jihan Vict
7 Critical Analysis

Program

Students learned to critically evaluate and interpret art beyond visuals and initial impressions. They
study historical, economic, and political contexts to understand how art reflects and responds to society.
The project begins with a scaffolded analysis of contemporary artist Demna Gvasalia, guided by the
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instructor. Students then engage with artist Sareena Sattapon in a guest lecture, gaining insight into
artistic intent and process. Finally, they independently select an artwork, research its historical context,
and develop a critical analysis supported by evidence rather than personal opinion.

Cross Curriculum
History & Social Studies
e Students analyze how historical events, political shifts, and economic conditions influenced
artistic movements.
e They examine how Impressionism responded to industrialization and modernization in
19th-century France.
e Contemporary art discussions include themes of war, displacement, consumerism, and social

structures.
.
Media & Cultural Studies
e Students explore how artists use different mediums (painting, fashion, performance) to critique
society.
e The project introduces concepts of representation, audience reception, and cultural commentary
in art.
e The debate on whether fashion is considered art ties into broader discussions on media and
cultural production.
.
Literature & Critical Writing
e Students develop analytical writing skills by constructing a well-supported critical analysis of
an artwork.
e They engage in research, citation, and academic writing practices to form arguments based on
historical evidence.
e The project emphasizes structured argumentation, moving beyond personal opinion to

evidence-based interpretation.

Economics & Political Science
e Students examine how economic conditions and political ideologies shape artistic expression.
e They analyze how patronage, censorship, and funding impact the creation and reception of art.
e Contemporary art discussions include consumerism, corporate influence, and the
commodification of culture.

Visual Arts
e The study of Impressionism and contemporary artists enhances students' understanding of
artistic techniques and visual storytelling.
e Students learn how art movements evolve in response to societal changes and technological
advancements.
e They critically engage with performance and conceptual art, expanding their definition of what
constitutes art.

Program Period / Date and Target Students
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This activity took place between January 2025 — March 2025. The students who participated were
from the GLC Alpha class of senior 27 year.

Process
1. Introduction to Impressionism and Historical Influence on Art

o Inquiry Question'How does history shape artistic movements?

o Students studied Impressionist artists like Claude Monet and Edgar Degas, focusing on
how technological advancements, political shifts, and social change in 19th-century
France influenced their techniques and subject matter.

o They compared Impressionist paintings to earlier academic art to understand how
movements evolve in response to cultural shifts.

o Students discussed why some movements are initially rejected by society and later
accepted as significant artistic revolutions.

2. Examining Contemporary Art as Social Commentary
o Inquiry Question:How do modern artists reflect and critique the world around them?
o Students analyzed the work of Demna Gvasalia, exploring how his fashion collections
incorporate themes of war, displacement, and consumerism.
o The current Russo-Ukrainian conflict was analyzed in relation to the works studied as
well as the dissolution of the Soviet Union and its after effects in the end of the 1980s.

3. Selecting an Artwork for Critical Analysis
o Inquiry Question' How does historical context change our interpretation of art?
o Students independently chose a work of art (painting, sculpture, fashion piece, or
conceptual art) that interested them.

o They conducted historical research on the time period, considering:
*  What major historical events were occurring when this artwork was created?
*»  What personal experiences influenced the artist?
» How did the public react to the artwork when it was first presented?

o Students formed hypotheses about the deeper meaning of their selected artwork.

4. Writing the Critical Analysis Report

o Inquiry Question:How do we construct a well-supported argument about art?

o Students wrote an essay analyzing their chosen artwork, addressing:
= Historical Context: What was happening in the world at the time?
» Artist’s Intent: What themes or messages can be identified?
»  Social and Cultural Influence: How did society shape the art, and vice versa?
*  Personal Interpretation: How does the historical knowledge change the way we

see the piece today?
o Students used evidence from historical sources and artist statements to strengthen their
arguments.

5. Presentation and Peer Discussion
o Inquiry Question:How do multiple perspectives deepen our understanding of art?
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o Each student presented their analysis to the class, explaining their research process and
final interpretation.

o Classmates were encouraged to ask questions and challenge interpretations, fostering
critical discussions.

o This stage emphasized that art is open to multiple meanings, depending on who is
viewing it and from what historical perspective.

Beyond School

Sareena Sattapon was invited as a guest lecturer. Sattapon is a MEXT scholar and PhD candidate in
Global Art Practice at Tokyo University of the Arts. In 2022, Sattapon was the recipient of the Grand
Prize at the Contemporary Art Foundation (CAF) Award for her work " Balen(ciaga) I Belong", for
which she also received a special prize from the 2022 Shibuya Art Awards. Her most recent work, “In
The Realm Beyond Spectrum”, won the Second Grand Prize at the TOKYO MIDTOWN AWARD 2024
Art Competition.

Sareena Sattapon, as an active artist and PhD candidate in Global Art Practice, offered students a
firsthand account of how contemporary artists conceptualize, develop, and execute their work.
Students engaged in a Q&A session, where they asked about artistic intent, public reaction to social
commentary, and the balance between personal expression and activism.

Transformation in Students’ Skillset
1. Encouraging Independent Thinking and Inquiry
By conducting a self-directed critical analysis, students had to:

e Choose an artwork that resonated with them.

e Formulate their own questions about the piece’s meaning, historical context, and artistic intent.

e Develop a hypothesis about what the artwork communicates and test it through research.
This process helped students move beyond simply accepting expert interpretations and instead develop their
own intellectual agency as art analysts.

2. Connecting Art to Historical and Social Contexts
A central theme of the project was understanding how historical events and social issues shape art. By

conducting their own analysis, students had to investigate:

o What historical events were happening when this artwork was created?

e How did the artist’s personal experiences shape the themes in their work?

e How did society respond to the artwork at the time, and how is it viewed today?
By engaging in historical research, students were able to see art as a reflection of its time rather than just an
1solated aesthetic object.

3. Applying Concepts from the Guest Lecture and Contemporary Art Discussions
After learning from Sareena Sattapon’s guest lecture, students had a foundation for thinking about how
artists engage with social issues. Conducting their own analysis allowed them to:
e Apply Sattapon’s approach to conceptual art and social commentary to other works.
e Compare historical and contemporary examples of how artists challenge cultural norms.
o Investigate whether their chosen artwork had similar themes of activism, resistance, or identity.
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4. Developing Critical Thinking and Evidence-Based Interpretation
Art is subjective, but strong analysis requires evidence-based reasoning. By conducting their own analysis,

students had to:

e Support their interpretations with historical facts, artistic techniques, and cultural references.

o Consider multiple perspectives, including those of the artist, art critics, and audiences.

e Challenge their own assumptions about what an artwork means and be open to discovering new

interpretations.

This process mirrored how real art historians and critics work, training students to think critically and
analytically.

5. Strengthening Research and Academic Writing Skills
Writing their own critical analysis required students to:
e Conduct independent research using primary and secondary sources.
e Organize their ideas into a structured argument.
e Use formal writing skills to communicate their analysis effectively.
This helped bridge the gap between art appreciation and academic scholarship, preparing students for
higher-level studies in humanities and the arts.

6. Encouraging Personal Engagement and Ownership of Learning
When students choose an artwork to analyze, they become personally invested in their learning. This sense
of ownership:
¢ Increases motivation to conduct deeper research.
o Encourages creativity in forming interpretations.
e Leads to a stronger emotional connection with the subject matter.

7. Fostering Discussion and Multiple Perspectives
After completing their analysis, students shared their interpretations with classmates. This allowed for:
e Comparisons between different perspectives on the same artwork.
e Debates on how history influences artistic meaning.
e  Opportunities to refine ideas based on peer feedback.
Through discussion, students saw that art is not about “right” or “wrong” answers, but about well-supported
perspectives that evolve through inquiry.

Selected Students’ Reports and Presentation Slides

H2-5R.U.

For me, art was just an object that expresses artists’ feelings and emotions. I wouldn’t think about how
or why they made it before I learned the history of art. Now, we have the freedom to make and even
anything can be art if the artist says so. This was because of how old people changed the tradition of art
in those days. Sareena was one of the artists which I thought was not defined as art. In her art, she
showed her home culture and trying to spread the culture.

After the lesson and Sareena’s visit, I was able to learn how art now is made and what the artists
wanted to express by their art. I became interested in art and made me want to visit museums and
galleries that exhibit various kinds of art. Arts can represent history; the time and the background just
by looking at it. Eventually I thought, art connects us, world, and the past.
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Why did Oliver get engaged?

When Oliver was younger
1978: A discriminatory bill was proposed

Figure 1- Slide from student’s volunteer work Figure 2 - Student’s analysis of historical events in
teaching art to differently abled students. This 1980s to explain their interpretation of the film.
experience shaped student’s understanding of art.

% Intertextuality taking a theme, borrowing a quote from a poem E
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The wind’s calming down in this joyous month, now, let's dance.
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Figure 3 — Student’s experience with creating art  Figure 4 — Student applies the literary concept of

themselves intertextuality in their analysis of the artwork.

The people who wrote the textbook? Why was their interpretation more correct than mine?

I have been learning English as long as I have been learning Japanese. But I never really
understood the point of it until I took that English literature class. Up until then, learning English was
for the sake of being good in it. However, taking that literature class showed me that different
languages give you access to doing things a different way, in this case literature. Learning a different
language lets me create meaning from someone else’s words and ideas on my own. There are so many
ideas and ways of doing things by people and cultures who speak something other than Japanese. I do
not want to just rely on someone else’s interpretation of those, whether that be a textbook, a teacher, or
Al Because, like literature, language is open to interpretation.
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WWLHLSH BERER I L P T7—30007 A BiEY) — WWL Presentation Contest

1. Purpose of the WWL Presentation Contest:

To showcase the inquiry-based research, English-speaking skills and on-stage presentation skills of
junior high school and high school students. As well as being able to answer a question from the
judging panel.

2. Date and Target Students:
Every February of every school year. The target students are of all grades but in this particular case
for this particular presentation contest it is specifically for the #7 3 and &1 levels.

3. Process / Activities with inquiry mindset

The process begins at the beginning of the school year in which students reflect on a topic that matters
to them. Upon deciding on a topic, the students conduct inquiry-based learning by reviewing past and
current statistics and offering ideas, solutions and conclusions.
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4. Reflection and Achievement / Transformation in Students’ skillset and mindset

H1- S.H’sReflection: Winner of the WWL Presentation Contest

Through this presentation, I was able to think deeply about what I consider to be problems and what
other people consider to be problems. I was able to have my own axis for how I will think about and
tackle problems in today's society.

In addition to the content, I learned so much from the presenters and teachers about “how to present
in a way that draws others in”. When I gave presentations in English classes, I always looked between
the desks instead of looking people in the eye, or my hands were frozen in the air, and I was not able to
present in a way that would attract the interest of the audience. I would like to make use of what I
learned from this global presentation in the future and give a presentation that will completely change
the atmosphere of the class.

5. Students’ Reports/ Products
Presentation Script and Power Point by H1 S.H.
Building a More Inclusive Society for People with Disabilities

Good afternoon, everyone. I want to talk about an important topic that affects all of us: the
environment for people with disabilities in our society. My mother works with children who have
disabilities, and through her, I've witnessed some heartbreaking stories of discrimination and
exclusion.

Every day, countless young individuals struggle to fit into their peer groups at school. While it is
true that advances in technology provide important support—such as hearing aids, white canes, and
universal design—what truly matters is not just the tools we develop, but our willingness to embrace,
include, and support one another. As a television actor once stated, "The lives of people with disabilities
depend on others wanting to live with them, work with them, and support each other."

So, what can we do? First, let's talk about the barriers that exist. These are the inconveniences faced
by people with disabilities that make their daily lives difficult. It’s not just about physical obstacles; it
includes social interactions too. Imagine wanting to communicate with a hearing impaired person:
using written communication or learning sign language can make a significant difference. If you walk
alongside someone who is visually impaired, walking slowly and offering your arm can create a safe
passage for them. By taking small yet meaningful steps, we can help children with developmental
disabilities navigate potentially overwhelming situations, allowing them to interact more freely in
school and social engagements.

Now, let's look into the concept of “reasonable accommodations.” This refers to making necessary
adjustments to make sure that people with disabilities can participate equally in society. While many
people are beginning to carry out reasonable changes for those with physical disabilities, understanding
for those with mental disabilities remains flat. Often, misconceptions come up that accommodating
these individuals is simply an act of selfishness. We must strive to educate ourselves and others about
the unique characteristics of each person.

Also, education in schools can play an important role. I suggest we have specified courses within the
curriculum to teach the positive aspects that challenged people have. If we help individuals understand
the importance of reasonable accommodations—as an opportunity to elevate everyone—we can foster a
generation that values empathy and inclusion.
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Ask yourself: What if you or your loved ones became disabled? What barriers stand in your way?
How would you like society to respond? By instilling this sense of compassion and understanding in our
schools and communities, we prepare ourselves for unforeseen circumstances.

In conclusion, I believe that creating a world where people with disabilities can seamlessly integrate
into society is not just an ideal; it is achievable. Through dialogue, education, and reasonable
accommodations, we can foster a culture of support and understanding. Let us commit to changing our
mindset, because when we choose to engage with and learn from people with disabilities, we enrich not
only their lives but our own.

This concludes my presentation. I sincerely hope that you take these ideas and apply them to society.
Thank you for your time.

Works Cited
Yukiko Haraguchi: psychologist, Drama’s name: Lastman, Actor’s name: Masaharu Fukuyama

https://www.gov-online.go.jp/useful/article/201812/1.html
https://sdgs-compass.jp/column/5133

https://sam-eatlab.blog.jp/archives/13878807.html
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Reflection by Grade 9 student W.T. (Winner of the GLC Alpha category)

I was wondering how I can tell a broad audience about teen suicide in Japan because it is kind of a
heavy topic and it is not often talked about. That's why I decided to tell about the current situation to
show them that it's not somebody else's problem.I had 2 major challenges while practicing
presentations. One was that I was nervous and afraid to present in front of many people and the other
challenge was having eye contact and body language when giving presentations. To overcome being
nervous and afraid while presenting, I found that I just needed to practice a lot. Practicing made me
have more confidence in presenting in front of many people. For having eye contact and body language,
I felt it was very good to present to friends or teachers and ask them for advice and feedback. This
presentation contest has let me grow as a presenter because I have learned how to tell an audience
what I want to tell, even if it 1s about a heavy topic or a difficult situation.

Presentation script and slides from Grade 9 — W.T. (Winner of the GLC)
Holding On, Together

Good afternoon. Before I begin, I warn that some may find my presentation to be a heavy and
maybe shocking topic, but it is a very important one. My name is Wako Tamura, and today, I want to
talk to you about teen suicide in Japan.

To start off, you may remember seeing these incidents reported on the news. In 2024 August 31st at
Yokohama Station, a female high school student jumped from the 12th floor and fell on a female office
worker. Both were taken to the hospital but soon both died. There was a similar story in 2022.

On October 23rd, near Hankyu Umeda Station, a male high school student jumped from the roof of
a building and struck a female college student who was walking near the entrance of the building. They
too were taken to the hospital but also died. These are only two cases, but there have been many more,
where children or teens have decided to take their own lives.

To illustrate, this is the graph from the Japanese Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare. It shows
us a breakdown of suicide numbers by age group. Please look at this red line. This red line shows us the
suicide number for ages 10-19. As you can see, it has been steadily increasing in the last years. Also,
comparing Japan to other countries, you can see that Japan has the highest suicide rate among G7
countries. After hearing the previous news reports, I was appalled. How could anyone so young make
such a tragic decision? The findings of research indicate that these are common factors.

But, I also wanted to know from teens themselves. So, I asked a few classmates who were
comfortable sharing with me. I found they all faced relationship problems among peers. For example,
friends, senpai-kouhai, or others. Speaking from my own experience, there were a few times when 1
also felt depressed and isolated due to arguments with friends or classmates, so I can agree with this
statement.

So are there any actions being taken? Well, yes! First, the government offers resources online and
phone numbers where anyone can call or talk to either doctors or counselors for free.

Schools are taking action too. For example, Otsuma Nakano has Peer Support for junior high school
grades. This is a series of special classes focused on how to take care of yourself and others, and how
friends can help each other so that everyone feels safe.

But most importantly, I think the ones able to make the biggest change are us, students. Knowing that
many of us face relationship problems at school, I think we need to be there for one another. I say this
because during those times I felt troubled, being able to talk to a friend or peer is what helped me a lot.
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It’'s important to look around carefully and ask how others are doing. Offer a listening ear to your
classmates who are having problems or struggles. Form study groups to help each other improve. Be
willing to talk through misunderstandings. When we hold on to each other, we make sure no one has
to face their struggles alone.  Thank you for your attention.

RECENT NEWS

Jumping Suicide Cases

August 31, 2024 October 23, 2022%

Yokohama Station Hankyu Osaka Umeda Station Building

HOLDING ON

A female high school student (17)
jumped from the 12th floor deck and
struck a female office worker (32)

A high school boy (17) jumped
from the roof and struck a female
college student (19) who was
walking near the entrance of the
building.
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ACTIONS TAKEN
01 Academic failure

THE REASONS 02 Admissions worries

03 Path worries CALL CENTER

04 Bullying WEBSITE RESOURCES
05 Discord with schoolmates w

(other than bullying)
06 Relationships with teachers
07 Gender discrimination
08 Other school problems

PEER SUPPORT

: . BE THERE FOR EACH OTHER
+ relationship problems
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