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Hi everyone, I'm R.M.Iam staying in Cairns, Australia. I am going to talk about three things:
the differences between Australian and Japanese schools, Year 10 camp, and what I do on the

weekend.

First, about the difference between St Andrew's Catholic College where I'm studying, and
OTSUMA NAKANQO junior and senior High School. There are many differences. We must move
to all classes at St Andrew’s and we can come into our classroom when the teachers of the
classroom open their classroom door. We always stay in our classroom at OTSUMA NAKANO
and the teachers come to our classroom. St Andrew's students have two elective Subjects. My
buddy and I have Japanese and Certificate I in Hospitality. Japanese class has four students.
They are good Japanese speakers. We always teach Japanese culture and Australian culture to
each other. For example, a popular food in Japan and Australia. They were really surprised that
we can eat a plate of train sushi for only 1 dollar in Japan because one plate costs 4 or 5 dollars
in Australia. We learnt about restaurant organization service and how to cook something in
hospitality. For example, we made a hamburger and pancakes. We have an assembly class every
Wednesday. This was memorable for me because we did activities that we would do at a church
during assembly. I didn’t know much about Christianity, so I needed to follow other students.
We listened to the principal and sang some songs related to Christ. This was my first time
singing these songs and they were very new to me. In addition, we can choose some sports
classes in periods 5 and 6. So I take a yoga class. There are a lot of other choices. For example,
self-defense, volleyball, and training. In Japan, we take the same sports class as other students.

I am inspired by these different cultures.

Next is orientation camp. During my third week at St. Andrews, there was an orientation camp
at Lake Tinaroo. I was half excited and half nervous before starting the camp because I had to
go camping without my buddy. So, I needed to make new
friends. However, there was no need to worry about that. Soon
I was able to make new friends. The purpose of the camp was
to think about myself and to make friends. For this reason, a
variety of programs were prepared. For example, there was

time to think about one's future and icebreakers such as pair

games and singing songs with a guitar. The three days I spent § ki foires mg\;"“
with my friends in the quiet wilderness were a lot of fun and

will be treasured memories for the rest of my life.



The third is about how to spend the weekend. Last Saturday,
we went to the crocodile farm with my host family. We saw
different types of crocodiles. We also saw many other animals
such as wombats, kangaroos, and koalas. I was very surprised
at the short distance between me and the animals. We were
also able to touch and feed the wallabies. We went to the
beach after the crocodile farm. The beaches were clear and

i beautiful. It was a very happy day for me to enjoy the lovely

animals and the beautiful beach. Last Sunday, I enjoyed

fishing and swimming in the river with my host family and
their friends. I had only fished in a fish tank, so it was a new experience for me to fish in a
river where there are crocodiles. After fishing, we swam in another clean river where there
were no crocodiles. It was very relaxing to spend the day with my host family and their
friends. There were many trees around the river. Thus,
on weekends, I enjoy activities in nature that I would

not be able to experience in Japan.

I have only two weeks left in my study abroad life. My
host family is very kind, and I have made new friends, so
every day is exciting. I am very sad to leave them. I am
grateful to have met so many sweet people. I will do my

best not to waste the rest of my remaining two weeks.

Thank you for reading.
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