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Reading 1 

Instructions:  Read each passage carefully.  Answer each question by choosing the correct letter. 

 

Marie Curie  

 

Marya Sklodowska was born on November 7, 1867, in Poland.  Marya’s father wanted his five 

children to become well educated.  Unfortunately, the family was poor.  In fact, Marya worked for 

six years to support her older sister Bronya, so Bronya could study medicine at the Sorbonne in Paris.  

When Bronya finished medical school in 1891, 23-year old Marya Sklodowska went to Paris to begin 

her own education.  Once she arrived in Paris, Marya changed her name to the French form, Marie. 

Marie’s student life was extremely poor, but in spite of her difficult living conditions, she was happy.  

In July 1893, Marie passed her physics examination, first in her class.  She met a man named Pierre 

Curie, a young scientist.  They fell in love and married on July 26, 1895.  Marie became interested 

in the science of X-rays, and began to look for unknown elements that had such rays.  Her husband 

stopped his own work and realized that she was about to make her own discovery, polonium and radium.  

These two elements were dangerous, but she did not know that despite creating a new word radioactive.  

Consequently, Marie and her husband had constant fatigue and illness.  In 1902, they proved the 

existence of radium.   

 

1.  What country was Marie Curie born in?   

a.  France          b.   Poland       c.   Sorbonne      d.   England  

 

2.  What was Marie Curie’s occupation?   

a.  Doctor          b.   Scientist      c.  Inventor        d. Explorer  

 

3.  When did Marya Sklodowska change her first name?   

a. She did not like her name.      b.   She got married.  

c. She adopted the French form.   d.   She used a nickname. 

 

4.  What caused Marie Curie to become tired and sick?   

a. Working too long hours             b.   Studying for long hours   

c  Repairing x-ray machines           d.    Working with dangerous elements 

 

5.  In general, what is the main idea of this passage? 

a.  Marie Curie discovered two new elements, polonium and radium.  

b.  Marie Curie fought against the practice of westernizing names.  

c.  Marie Curie invented the x-ray machine.     
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Reading 2 

Instructions:  Read each passage carefully.  Answer each question by choosing the correct letter. 

 

Japanese Samurai 

 

A samurai is a highly skilled Japanese warrior. The word ‘samurai’ means one who serves. A 

samurai warrior had many duties, but his most important duty was to serve his master, called his 

‘daimyo.’ The daimyo were the local rulers in Japan.  Samurai first came to power in Japan during 

the 12th century. They were members of the privileged upper class and had authority over common 

citizens and ordinary soldiers. Their lives were ruled by a strict code of duty, honor and sacrifice called 

‘Bushido,’ which means ‘way of the warrior.’  Also, samurai were like a police force. They wore 

armor and carried two swords: a long, curved sword, called a katana, and a short one, called a wakizashi. 

If any soldier or common citizen disobeyed or offended a samurai, by law, the samurai had the right 

to take his life.  The training of the samurai in martial arts began at the early age of five. They were 

most often taught by their fathers or uncles. Most grew up to have families of their own. Many were 

farmers and many were well-educated in history and literature, especially poetry. By the late 1870s, 

samurai culture was abolished, and completely dissolved in the 20th century. Trading in their swords 

and armor, the samurai studied abroad and became businessmen.    

 

1.  When did the samurai first come into power?   

a.  At the age of 5.       b.   19th century.           c.  12th century. 

 

2.  At what age did fathers start training adolescent samurai in the martial arts? 

a. At the age of 5         b.   12th grade            c.  Age 20.  

 

3.  What are the names of the two swords carried by samurai?  

a.  Wakizashi and Tanto   b. Katana and Wakizashi     c.  Wakizashi and Tachi 

 

4.  What does ‘bushido’ mean?   

a.  Way of the police     b.  way of the businessmen   c.  way of the warrior 

 

5.  According to this passage, what did samurai become in the 20th century?  

a.  immigrants          b.  businessmen            c.  homeless 
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Writing 

 

The purpose of this essay is to test your ability to write in English.   

 

Instructions:   

 

Answer the following question in English using 100 to 150 words:   

.  

 You have been awarded 1 million dollars to create something new.  What would you invent 

with this money? Why?   

 

Make sure that you present your main idea(s) clearly and use at least two examples to support your 

statements.  Your essay should be one paragraph.  Use proper paragraph form.    

 

The blank space below is available for you to brainstorm. 

 

 

 


