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English Retention Class for Returnees
at Otsuma Nakano
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Timeline
10:30 Start for sign up to the class
10:50~11:40 Special class by Mr. Willie Vickers

11:40~11:50 Break

11:50~12:40 Special lecture Dr. Takahiko Hattori, Professor at Otsuma
Women’s Univercity

Special English Class for Elementary Returnees
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Willie Vickers

Hi, my name is Willie Vickers, and | am the lead teacher of Otsuma Nakano Junior and
Senior High School’s Saturday English Retention Class. Since 2013, | have been teaching
this class, emphasizing a balance between academic English lessons and fun activities.
Part of the design of this class is to allow Japanese students returning to Japan be able to
continue to use the English that they learned abroad as well as learn new English. To
accomplish this, the students focus on reading and writing mainly, but there are lessons on
grammar, vocabulary usage, and other useful English tips. To maintain their speaking
skills, the students are given various types of speaking tasks and are required to give
presentations. Sometimes students are asked to practice starting and stopping
conversations, or interrupting conversations politely. Each year has a different theme to
keep the class interesting. Over the years, the themes have been centered around
Japanese culture, textbooks with a variety of topics, to sustainable development goals. This
year the theme is improving their listening and response skills since we are mainly doing
lessons online. Each student is given equal speaking time and many opportunities to share
their thoughts on various topics. This creates a certain level of togetherness in the class. It
has been a fascinating time teaching the students over the years
and certainly | am happy that this class has evolved into allowing
students that have never lived overseas to join the class. Thus,
the class has become more diversified with students living in the
Nakano area. This helps the students form relationships with
each other that | hope will last a lifetime. | would be remiss if | did
not mention my gratitude to all of the parents of the students of
this class. | do hope that this class can continue to serve the City
of Nakano.

Class
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