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To all Otsuma Nakano students and staff,

This is Teffrey Suzuki from New Plymouth, New Zealand. I have had the pleasure to
meet many Otsuma Nakano students in New Zealand over the last 5 years. As some of
you know, I was an English teacher at Otsuma Nakano from 2011- 2014, and then I
started my own study abroad business to bring Otsuma Nakano students to New
Plymouth.

Students who have come to New Zealand have not only improved their English, but
through living in an English-speaking country, every single student grew up mentally as they overcome
differences and experiences. The most important thing these students could learn was to be positive, rather
than negative. The food is different here, most kiwis don’t eat rice every day, maybe only once a week, most
kiwi girls don’t speak slow English, but native English. This is to just name a few of the differences. Students
who accepted the differences positively and understood it was temporary, went on to have more enjoyable
experiences. Hopefully, koul students who had planned to come to NZ this year, can reschedule their trip for
term 1 2021, depending on the world situation. Your positive mind is the biggest asset you can bring with
you.

It is the end of July, which is usually when our chu 3 students’ 2 week programme would be running.
Right now, chu 3 students could have been sitting in an English class or doing some activities in New
Plymouth. There is still a hope some programme can be run for you all sometime. Your positive mind is also
the biggest asset you can bring with you here. In two weeks, it is
hard to make a dramatic improvement to your English, but being
a positive member of your class here and your homestay will
allow you to have the best experience.

Suzuki family welcomed our second baby daughter, Sen Suzuki
in week 2 of our level 4 lockdown. She is now over 100 days old.
Many of our NZ students have made a special connection with our
5-year-old daughter Arie, and we can’t wait to introduce Sen to
you too. I look forward to supporting you on short programmes
and long courses in New Plymouth, New Zealand.

Fingers crossed for 2021. Let’s be positive together!
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When I was interviewing the participants of Otsuma Nakano’s study abroad program,
I was very happy to hear that all of the participants had an overwhelmingly positive
experience. Living and studying abroad, as one expects when being exposed to the
unfamiliar, was not without their challenges. However, all the students recognized that it
is through these challenges that they grew.

The most apparent obstacle to overcome was language. During my interviews, a lot of
students expressed that they felt like they lacked in their English skills when they first
arrived to their study destination. There was this fear that they will not be able to
communicate with their peers. However, they adapted to their new environments. Initial
anxieties they had about communicating decreased as they were able to practice speaking
with their peers. Coming back to Japan, almost everyone had an increased confidence with English.

Living abroad also broadens one’s perspective. Several of the participants expressed that though they left
Japan with some preconceived notions about the foreign country they were going to, living in that country has
challenged these beliefs. They came back to Japan determined to think more critically and open mindedly.

Japan and Canada differ quite a bit in the people communicate with each other. A lot of the participants
found it very challenging at first to communicate their feelings and opinions. It was not an easy task, but a lot
of them proudly say that they are able to express themselves better because of their international exchange.
One student even commented that she plans to join a speech contest, something that she would have never
done before her exchange.

For most of the participants, it was the first time they were going to be away from their families for a
prolonged period of time. It gave them a chance to be independent and think for themselves, but it also taught
to appreciate their communities. Throughout their narrations of the different challenges they faced, the
Otsuma Nakano students would always bookend it by saying how much they appreciate and value the help
people around them gave, something that they used to take for granted.
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Students’ Reports - Beyond School - English Essay Workshop/\DF+L>/ -
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I'm Mariko Tezuka, and I joined the essay workshop hosted by the IIBC for the IIBC essay contest. The
workshop took place in July 22nd with care for COVID-19, and 16 students from various schools joined.

After we got to know each other, lecturers gave us a lesson on what an essay is and how it is formed. We all
understood the roles each paragraph should play through discussions. We had lunch break, and deepened our
knowledge about the previous lecture through Kahoot! After that, it was back to the essays again!

What's more, in the afternoon, we had time to write our actual essays. Our essays were shared to the
professors via Google Documents and we received direct feedbacks from them which was really helpful for us.
6 hours seemed like a long time, but time did fly quick!

Overall, through this workshop, I was able to gain more knowledge on how to create effective essays and
the essential parts of it. I will not forget what I have learned and will surely put this on practice in the near
future. Thank you so much for their excellent advice to the teachers!

by Mariko Tezuka
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Hello, I am Riko Saito. Fortunately, I participated in the English Essay Workshop which was held by
IIBC on July 22. There were about 16 high school students who had a variety of backgrounds, which drove us
to make active discussion and to learn about the method to write a good Essay.

At the workshop, of course we only used English. So, it was for the first time when I got back to Japan to
spend a day with only English, and it reminds me of the memories of my study abroad. I missed the
memories, but also it made me motivated. Among the participants, there were people who had lLived in
another country and lots of students were active. It was a highly valuable day.

Meanwhile, I had lots of opportunities to write an English essay before this workshop. So, I had thought I
was used to write an Essay, but it wasn’t. I was able to review my Essay because of the lesson. I had each



paragraph of my essay checked by the teachers there and then I could see my great improvement.

Finally, I will use this experience from now on. In the future, there will be more opportunities to write an
English Essay, so I really appreciate this valuable opportunity for me to gain skills of how to write a good
Essay. 1would like to thank the teachers in charge of this workshop.

by Riko Saito
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Student Achievement — Principal Award {XRE - EEAZ 2K L FT ! —
2019FHE HERHEESE - Principal Award Winners - Congratulations!

2020FHE 154&85E — Principal Award Winners - Congratulations!

w \We are sorry for that the following name roster is only for Otsuma Nakano community.
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